SAMPLE LETTER 
(Date)
(Address)
Dear


:
I am pleased to report that the Marine Trades Association of New Jersey (MTA/NJ), of which I (or your business name) am/is a member, recently unveiled the results of a two year effort to quantify the economic impacts of recreational boating in the State of New Jersey.  This study, the first of its kind in New Jersey, directly measured expenditures related to recreational boating and their impact on the state's economy.  

The MTA/NJ is a non-profit trade organization comprised of over 300 marine businesses, like myself, (or your business name) dedicated to promoting and protecting the recreational boating industry and waterways in the State of New Jersey.  The MTA/NJ monitors federal and state legislation affecting the marine industry and is represented by the Princeton Public Affairs Group.  The Association seeks new legislation and modification of existing legislation in order to serve the best interest of the public and the marine trades throughout the State of New Jersey.  

New Jersey is well known for its popular water-related recreational activities. The state boasts 127 miles of coastal shoreline along the Atlantic Ocean, 1,792 miles of tidal shoreline, and over 4,000 lakes, rivers, and bays (NJDEP 2008). In addition to providing enjoyment, the recreational boating industry contributes substantially to local and state economies.  The industry provides jobs in many sectors of the work force, attracts tourism, and provides tax revenues.  The purpose of the study was to characterize New Jersey’s recreational boating population and to quantify the real impact of recreational boating on New Jersey’s economy.
The data used in the study was captured from a survey of New Jersey’s registered boaters.  Boaters were asked to provide information on how much was spent on boat purchases, equipment, boat repair, insurance, services, and annual fees associated with the use of marinas. Information on trip related expenditures such as launching fees, lodging, food, gas, boater profile and geographic information was also collected. 

The survey results indicate that New Jersey boaters spent approximately $2.1 billion dollars on in-state recreational boating activities in 2006.  Of the money spent, $1.1 billion were trip-related expenditures and $938 million were in annual boating purchases (such as registration fees, maintenance, etc.).  The study also showed that New Jersey’s recreational boating industry provides approximately 18,000 jobs.   

The data captured from this study confirms how recreational boating substantially contributes to the economy and how important the industry is to the state.  Boating in New Jersey is serious business and this study clearly demonstrates how much we need to work to protect and promote it, especially during these difficult economic times.  In addition to the economic impact information that this report provides, it is a valuable resource that will be extremely helpful to lawmakers and decision makers, such as yourself, when working on recreational boating issues and related legislation.  

(You can personalize your letter with information on your business)

To view or print a copy of the full report, go to www.mtanj.org and Click on Economic Impact Study.

Thank you for your time and please do not hesitate to contact me at (Phone Number) if you have any questions or would like more information.

Sincerely,

(Name & Title)
C:
Melissa Danko, MTA/NJ
